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instantly ordered my column to countermarch and take the road to Boyle.
Whilst this was being carried out we were informed of the particulars of an action that had happened the day before between the French and three hundred of the Limerick City Militia, who had marched from Sligo under Colonel Vereker to attack them. The Militia were not only outnumbered, but had not taken advantage of the ground. They had been beaten, and had lost their two guns, and sixty men had been made prisoners. Wrong information of the number of the enemy had induced the Colonel to volunteer this attack. I encamped about five miles from Collooney, eight miles from Boyle. We here heard that numbers of the rebels were leaving the French, and had been seen crossing the country towards Mayo. Some of the yeomen brought in as prisoners several of them whom they had found in arms. The inhabitants in the county of Sligo appeared to be more loyal than I had observed the people to be elsewhere. The Orange faction is, I understand, strong. On the 8th I marched to Carrick-on-Shannon. The French had passed the Shannon at Balintra the day before. They had attempted to destroy the bridge, but had been prevented doing so by Colonel Crauford with the cavalry of General Lake's advanced guard. The French had marched on Mohill and Granard; Lake had followed them. Lord Cornwallis, after resting his army for some hours, had marched at 10 P.M. to Mohill. The orders he left for me were that I was to issue such orders for the regulation of the garrison of Carrick, and for the care of ammunition and stores, as I thought expedient, and then, after refreshing my men, pursue such measures and route as should appear to me best calculated for the general good. In the course of the day I received intelligence of the surrender of the French after a partial action with General Lake's advanced guard at Balinamuck, between Mohill and Granard. Colonel Crauford with the cavalry, and particularly with the detachment of the Hompesch he took from me, had hung upon the rear of the French for